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Dr. Mary Heller is a Professor & Teacher Education Coordinator/Unit Head at the University of 
Hawai‘i, West O‘ahu. Dr. Heller oversees the development and implementation of UHWO 
elementary, and emerging middle-level and secondary teacher education programs that are 
especially dedicated to serving the underrepresented populations of Central and Leeward 
O‘ahu . Dr. Heller's area of expertise is the English Language Arts, K-12. Throughout her 25 year 
career in higher education, Dr. Heller has taught undergraduate and graduate courses, as well 
as conducted inservice professional development workshops. She has published widely in 
education journals of national repute, is author of Reading-Writing Connections: From Theory to 
Practice (Taylor & Francis, 3rd Edition, in progress), and serves as Executive Editor of The 
Journal of Educational Research. Dr. Heller's current research centers on children's written 
responses to multicultural literature that is written for and about the diverse populations of 
Hawai‘i.  
 
 
Dr. Jonathan Gillentine is a National Board Certified Teacher for the Hawai'i  
Department of Education. He earned is Doctor of Philosophy in 2005 from the University  
of Hawai`i at Manoa. He presently teaches an early childhood special education class at  
Benjamin Parker Elementary. Jonathan is the author of several publications. Other  
Accomplishments include: Co-chair, Standards committee for Literacy  
Reading/Language Arts, National Board for Professional Teaching Standards, National  
Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education Board of Examiners member, Hawai`i  
Teacher Standards Board Chair and University of Hawai`i, College of Education, Early  
Childhood Teacher Education Committee.  
 
Dr. Beth Pateman is Professor and COE Assessment Coordinator in the Institute for Teacher 

Education, College of Education, University of Hawaii at Manoa (UHM). She received her H.S.D. 

and M.P.H. from Indiana University, with emphases in school and college health and public 

health education. Dr. Pateman has taught health education in grades K-8 and at the university 

level. Before coming to Hawaii, Dr. Pateman worked with the Division of Adolescent and School 

Health, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, where she served as the CDC Project 

Officer for the first School Health Policies and Programs Study (SHPPS) in 1994. Dr. Pateman 

also taught in the School ofPublic Health, Emory University, and in the Department of Health 

Science Education, University of Florida. She received the Distinguished Service Award from the 

American School Health Association in 2000. 


